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are in constant evidence in the towns and villages.
Crows are extraordinarily bold, and will carry toast ^
off the table at which a human being is breakfasting"
if his attention be for a moment diverted.    It is
evidently for his impudence that the common crow
was given the epithet of splendens, to which he is
legally entitled.

Green parrots flash from tree to tree in the
woods, pigeons and doves coo in the tree-tops,
and sand-grouse, pea-fowl, jungle-fowl, partridge,
plover, snipe, quail, and here and there in the hill
country, woodcock, in different parts of the con-
tinent offer good shooting. It is, however, dangerous
to shoot pea-fowl or pigeon in the neighbourhood
of temples, of which they often are held to be
sacred appanages.

Gulls and tern swarm on the sea-shore and in
the back-waters, pelicans and cormorants are found
inland, and storm petrels on waters which are subject
to terrific cyclones.

The ibis, though less sacred, is as common in
India as in Egypt, and amongst the specimens of the
heron family are white egrets and pond herons or
paddy-birds, which like many others are persecuted
for their plumage.

The imperial eagle of India is less warlike
than is usually supposed, and never defends its
nest from a robber. Indeed, smaller members
of the feathered tribe have much stouter hearts,